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WHEN Daniel Watts bought his
Abbotsford worker’s cottage in 2007,
it was mostly for the location, with
the city, shops and restaurants on his
doorstep. 

The two-bedroom Victorian
property, however, was less appealing.

“I loved that it was a period property — but it had 
rotten window frames, the roof was in desperate 
condition and the bathroom was appalling,” Mr Watts 
recalled. 

He knew he needed to renovate.
“But life got busy. So, apart from a few essential 

repairs to enable me to actually live there, I never got 
around to it,” he explained.

The cottage also had another problem. On a 
compact 106sq m block, it was tiny, a situation only 
exacerbated when Mr Watts met future wife Julia Van 
Der Sommen in 2013.

Once Ms Van Der Sommen moved in, the couple 
realised they needed more space, not only to 
accommodate an extra person, but for the passionate 
cyclists’ eight bikes. Then there was the small matter of 
Mr Watts’ extensive wine collection.

“I very much enjoy my wine but the reason I’ve got
1000 bottles of it is because I don’t drink a lot. So, I’ve 

“With such a small block, every square centimetre
had to be useful,” Mr Watts said.

STORE AND ORDER
Mr Windiate said he’d never been asked to 
accommodate 1000 bottles of wine or multiple bikes 
before.

“Trying to include everything on the brief in that 
tight space and not have an impact on the neighbours 
but still give quality of living in a well-lit house was a 
challenge,” he admitted.

As the heritage overlay required the front bedroom
and hallway to be retained, his solution was to build a 
new double-storey extension behind.

The space originally occupied by the second 
bedroom now houses a staircase, bathroom/laundry 
and ample space to park bikes vertically up the wall.

The all-important temperature-controlled,
glass-fronted wine cellar was sited near the top of the 
staircase.

The new first floor is taken up with a study, ensuite
and main bedroom, while the downstairs rear part of 
the extension has an open-plan kitchen and living area 
that opens on to a small rear deck. 

Natural light floods in downstairs courtesy of 
skylights in the kitchen, a tall slot window in the 
staircase area and bi-fold doors at the back. 

“What was really nice about this project was Daniel
and Julia’s unique brief but also that they weren’t afraid 
of designing a house that was just for them,” Mr 
Windiate said.

“They weren’t worried about the next buyer because
they are going to be there forever and a day.”

CLEAR VIEW
In the kitchen and dining space, the couple has 
eschewed a traditional dining table in favour of a large 
island bench topped with messmate timber salvaged 
from a former Victorian munitions factory. 

“We did that because we wanted an uncluttered 
look. We didn’t want to fill the space with lots of 
furniture and make it feel small again,” Mr Watts 
explained.

Renovation complete, the couple couldn’t be 
happier with their small but perfectly formed house. 

“Every day, I think how much this place reflects who
we are and what we like to do,” Mr Watts said. “Even if 
we’ve been away for a few weeks, we walk in and 
immediately feel like we’re home again.”
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built up a nice collection over the years 
and had boxes of wine scattered all over 
the place, including at an off-site storage 
facility,” said Mr Watts, the founder of Axis 
Bikes and a chief financial officer for a fashion 
tech business run by his wife.

“I just wanted somewhere I could properly store
it in one place.”

TIME FOR CHANGE
The couple considered buying a bigger property
on a larger block but, with prices in Abbotsford
having risen substantially, they realised it was going
to be prohibitively expensive to get exactly what they 
wanted. 

So, they decided to finally renovate and chose 
architect Gary Windiate, of Windiate Architects, in 
part, because of his experience working with smaller 
heritage properties in the inner city. 

“We were also looking for someone we could get 
along with. We felt that Gary understood who we were, 
our design aesthetic and what we were looking for in a 
house,” Mr Watts said.

As well as storage for the bikes and wine, the couple
wanted a decent entertaining space, natural light, clean 
lines and for the space to be warm and inviting.
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  This cottage renovation included storage for  
  eight bikes and 1000 wine bottles  
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