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Timeless Elegance on 5 Lush Acres
• Close to Sydney’s pristine Northern Beaches 

and Pittwater Marinas, 40 minutes to City
• Spacious, light-filled residence, beautiful 

interiors and sunny alfresco areas
• Magnificent library, 3 lounge rooms, marble 

bathrooms, bespoke dressing room
• Majestic trees, manicured grounds with 

resort-style swimming pool
• Separate cottage, horse stables, and park-

like grounds adjacent to National Park

Bayview 13 Minkara Road

‘Dane Park’...Your Own Private Oasis Sale
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Undoing damage of
renovations past
A classic 1940s house has been resurrected,
with a sympathetic hand.

HOME & AWAY
Design trends
JENNY BROWN

in SYDNEY
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Family space: The rear extension of a 1948 Moderne house in Bronte. Photo: Simon Whitbread

With the house being in Bronte,
there was a chance of a view by
going up a third level, but Nick Bell,
of Nick Bell D&A, resisted the too
obvious temptation, ‘‘because that
would have butchered the house’’.

Besides, he saw the main purpose
of his restoration and addition to a
rare 1948 Moderne brick house as
healing the savage injuries that
had been inflicted on it in the ’90s,
when it had been subdivided into
three flats.

The house had been sorely
compromised, he says, by the glazed
sunroom erected on the front
balcony and by the bathroom block
tacked onto the rear, but mainly by

the sealing of doorways on the
upper level.

He saw ‘‘these were reversible,
with minimal impact on the fabric
and heritage’’.

One element that was regrettably
irretrievable, however, was the
original kauri pine timbers that had
been overlain with a thick screed
and a hard-tiled surface. ‘‘What was
heartbreaking about this was the
amount of time and money that went
into trying to salvage them, before
we concluded it wasn’t possible.’’

While respecting and celebrating
most of the building’s original fabric,
including the walls with curved
corners and wide cornices, Bell has
reworked it into a now solid and
substantial five-bedroom family
home, with a media room and study.

But the contemporary is there too,

in a new, almost full-width and
double-height rear living, dining and
kitchen addition with a roof that rolls
in a soft curvature as a nod back to
Moderne styling.

Something new with something
old that has quite such distinct

character is usually a tricky
composite to pull off convincingly.
‘‘But I think we’ve achieve that,’’ Bell
says, ticking off the techniques that
make it viable: ‘‘Limiting the material
palette so there are common
connections, revealing old for what it

is and providing a new layer that is
openly contemporary and playful.

‘‘The rest is about maintaining as
much honesty as possible’’.

The house has been entered in
the 2014 Waverley Design and
Heritage Awards.

and MELBOURNE

Makeover: An internal
renovation brought new
life to this spec house.
Photo: Fraser Marsden

Although from a distance and with
that bow front window it appears to be
from an earlier period – perhaps
interwar, the double-storey brick
house in a close development of five
homes in Surrey Hills is, says architect
Gary Windiate, not yet 20 years old.

For the clients who bought it for its
right location and right size (three
bedrooms), it was, otherwise, “poorly
planned and poorly connected inside,”
he says.

“As a spec builder’s house it was not
designed for the site, so the internal
renovation was about opening the
house to engage with its courtyard,
and sorting out the rooms.”

The main request was to connect
the house directly to the garage by
creating a secondary rear lobby out of
a dining room “that didn’t anyway get
any light”.

As a spec builder’s house it also had
that characteristic thin feel of a house
that is mostly about visual veneer.
Windiate was able to remedy this with
a couple of very canny,
comprehensive moves.

He ripped up all the floors and the
staircase timbers and replaced them
with feature-grade blackbutt. With a
thorough program of joinery, “inserted
in the right places, we gave a new
presence and purpose to each space’’.

Both of these gestures had a
whole-house impact.

“There was nothing heritage to
retain, but by keeping all the
joinery lines simple, we’ve
completely and utterly changed
the look and feel and function of
the house.

“By keeping structural work to a
minimum and (apart from a new
pergola structure) not extending, it
was all just about better planning
and celebrating better quality.”

The summary of the new work
is that it makes Bona Vista even
more convincing as the period
piece it was trying so hard to be.
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