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Abbotsford Residence

The understated elegance of these kitchen and bathroom spaces 
in suburban Melbourne is undeniable. Tonally restrained, simply 
articulated and bold in form, these are highly designed spaces that 
are impressive to behold. The kitchen is minimal and clean, with 
only subtle elements impeding upon the strong lines of the design.
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The bathroom is chic and unselfconscious, a space that could easily 

be an addition to a 5 star hotel.

Upon entering the kitchen, especially in the evening, the chandelier-

like pendant lights are the most immediately engaging feature. 

Providing a diffused but bright light that floods the space, this 

nod to industrial design, unique within the contemporary kitchen, 

softens the space.

Crisp white cabinetry, white benchtops and white walls reflect the 

light allowed by the small adjoining courtyard space. The style of this 

restrained kitchen is enhanced by minimal decoration – the tapware 

is an elegant stainless steel curve resting over a circular sink, and the 

splashback in a mottled grey tile is the only deviation in the otherwise 

restrained colour palette.

The bathroom space is beautiful. Privacy is maintained through huge 

windows by large decals that depict snow-covered treetops. Tonally, 

this matches the bathroom space; crisp whites balanced by deep 

blacks. This unusual design feature floods the bathroom with light, 

but provides it with the cosy ambience of a high-end ski lodge.

The Kado Lure Freestanding Oval Bath in white sits a step above 

the rest of the bathroom, a bold feature with a satisfying form 

surrounded by the dark tiles which extend from the floor and are 

balanced by the equally sculptural forms of the His and Hers basin 

sinks which sit beneath a long mirror.

The frameless glass shower opens up the space, and the luxurious, 

minimally designed Nikles Techno 200 Brass double shower heads 

offer a broad spray pattern, making it seem as though you are in a 

warm rain shower.

Everything about these kitchen and bathroom spaces is luxurious, 

simple and elegant. The no-fuss approach to design has resulted 

in charming, inviting and opulent spaces. The bathroom is an ideal 

retreat in which you can almost enter another world, and the kitchen 

is the ideal neutral backdrop for anything from a quiet meal alone to 

an intimate congregation of friends.
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Elsternwick Residence

Refreshing and updating the tired kitchen, bathroom and laundry spaces 
in this expansive family home, Windiate Architects have designed open, 
light-filled rooms with minimal fuss. Built by Shiel Constructions, the 
contemporary renovation has provided a warm, friendly kitchen that is 
inviting but refined and the updated bathroom and newly constructed 
ensuite share strong design themes and are simple, elegant and fresh.
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Uniform in white, the cabinetry, joinery and bench tops have all been 

expertly colour-matched, setting the tone for the kitchen; white, 

fresh and bright. The bench tops by Stone Italiana in ‘Cristobel’ blend 

seamlessly into the ‘Fair Bianca’ of the cabinetry and joinery, and the 

same tone carries through the splashback in an elegant articulation of 

the space. The form of the kitchen is left to make a statement with 

the distraction of colour removed.

The gentle blonde timber of the existing floor has been sanded and 

repolished to warm the room. A blackboard beside the pantry is a 

light-hearted addition to the space that provides the family with a 

place to communicate, whether it is birthday messages, shopping 

lists or demands to take the rubbish out.

Offering ample storage, a large workspace and a casual dining area, 

the large, open plan space is flooded with light from all angles. Top 

of the range appliances in striking stainless steel ensure enduring 

functionality and the simplicity of the design means it will stand 

the test of time. 

In the bathrooms, Santosa gloss ceramic tiles in white from Classic 

Ceramics retain the elegance of the restrained palette of the kitchen, 

but introduce new texture and tone with the large-format matte-

finish porcelain tiles in ‘Negro’ from Signorino tile Gallery. Floating 

wall hung vanities are modern and make a bold statement without 

overpowering the rooms.

From frosted glass windows to skylights, natural light floods the 

bathrooms and is allowed into every corner by frameless glass and 

large mirrors. Open and comfortable, there is room to breathe in 

these bathrooms and the atmosphere is one of simple luxury.
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Hawthorn Residence

Every inch of this three bedroom Terrace was important in creating 
a functional space for a family of four, but functionality hasn’t 
taken a back seat to style and elegance in this design. Introducing 
a new bathroom and updating the kitchen, the new spaces, built 
by Chippa Constructions respond to the growing family and offer 
better flow between the internal and external spaces.
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The new kitchen is spacious and light-filled, a vast improvement on 

the previously cramped and dysfunctional space. Light pours through 

the double-height stair void behind the kitchen and the existing 

window retained from what was previously the living room. Black 

shadow lines help to depict and define the joinery from the built 

forms of the walls and ceilings.

The splashback in ‘Young Bud’ by Dulux is funky and fun, adding a 

fresh point of difference to the space. A dividing wall conceals the 

stairs to the next level, and cut-out circles with a hint of green are 

mirrored on the adjacent wall, yet another amusing, playful element. 

The bathrooms are small, but make the most of their limited 

footprint. Crisp white tiled walls contrast with dark olive tiles. The 

floating vanity is a feature in ‘Energy Stream’, a cherry-coloured 

laminate with a natural finish that is a truly unique highlight, 

bringing another colour element into the design and breaking 

up the bold use of white.

These beautiful new spaces have created more generous, inviting 

and functional areas that are bold, practical and colourful. Taking full 

advantage of a limited footprint, the updated bathroom and kitchen 

will be ideal for the growing family of the clients.
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South Melbourne Residence

Designed by Windiate Architects as part of a renovation to a 
tired, rundown Victorian Terrace house being converted from an 
office space back into a family home, these new amenity spaces 
are simple, elegant and restrained. Hints of bold colour against a 
neutral palette define the spaces, a new bathroom and kitchen, 
both stunningly integrated into the gorgeous new design.
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The layout of the existing home was typical of the Victorian style, 

featuring communal living spaces and amenities downstairs and 

bedrooms on the first floor. Crucial to the new design was the 

implementation of an ensuite adjoining the master bedroom, 

providing a bathroom on the second storey. The existing bathrooms 

would also need to be updated for contemporary functionality and to 

blend with the new style of the home.

The ensuite is clean, bright and open. A thread of turquoise is a 

crystalline addition that breaks up the mass of white. Pendant lights 

are an elegant feature and provide a more subtle alternative to the 

downlights, warming the space. The bathroom downstairs is similarly 

clean, and, though small, makes the most of the given space with a 

frameless glass shower and a cleverly positioned toilet. 

The new open plan kitchen and living space is well connected to 

other functional spaces including the laundry and bathroom and the 

entertaining deck and garden. The updated space is much brighter 

and more inviting, and the movable island bench on wheels offers the 

opportunity to expand the functionality of the space.

Contrasting cabinetry and joinery against the splashback has 

enhanced the modern edge to the design. The dining space, which 

is strongly linked to the kitchen, warms the austere, handle-less 

cabinetry with bright colour and warm timber. 

Built by Graycorp and decorated in conjunction with Jane Mackay, 

these fresh renovated spaces offer a new level of functionality to 

the home, taking advantage of previously under utilized spaces and 

creating a strong aesthetic that is modern but simple. 

Photography by Tanja Milbourne

Windiate Architects

48 Keele Street, Collingwood VIC 3066

T: 03 9415 7899

www.windiatearchitects.com.au

183182


